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The female cone protects the seeds as they grow. When the seeds
are fully grown, the cone opens. Some seeds fallto the ground.
Others are carried away by the wind. If a seed ands ina good place,
itwil germinate.
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Both kinds of plants reproduce with seeds The seeds of conifers
growin cones, Conifer seeds are not potected by frits. The seeds of
flowering plants formin flowers. Their seeds are protected by ruts.

Conifers are pollinated by the wind. Some flowering lants are also
wind pollinated. But most flowering plants are pollinated by insectsor
other animals.

Al conifers are trees or shrubs that live for many years and reproduce
many times, Some kinds of flowering plants also live for many years.
Butmany kinds of flowering plants have much shorterife cycles.
Some ive for only a season. After they make seeds, they die
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Have you ever seen honeybees buzzing around an orchard?
Honeybees visit flowers to get nectar. What do the bees do with the
nectar they gather? They take it back to their hives to make honey.

As honeybees move from flower to flower,they carry pollen. This
polinates the flowers. Honeybees help pollinate many crops, such
as almonds, apples, and strawberries. Without honeybees, these
plants could not make much fruit.
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Beekeepers raise honeyb

o help pollinate crops and to harve
honey. But lately many bees have died. Beekeepers are having trouble

raising enought

hatis causing the problem?

One answer s the spread of mites. Mites are tiny animals that live
5. Mites make it hard for bees to fly. Mites
kil bees. Scientists are trying to find ways to protect bees from

on the bodies of be

s.Our food depends on bees!
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Life Cycles of Flowering Plants Oak trees can live for

hundreds of years. Some wildflowers live for only a few months.
Butall flowering plants go through similar stages of lfe.

Follow the diagram as you read about the lfe cycle of an orange
tree. An orange tree begins life as a seed. Then the seed germinates
and the seedling begins to grow. Over time, the seedling grows into
amature tree that can flower. Bees and other insects pollinate the
orange blossoms. After fertilization, seeds and fruit form. When
these seeds germinate, the cycle begins again.

Orange trees blossom n the sprng.
Theie fuits are harvested i the il
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Orange trees can live for many years, Each year they flower and
‘make new seeds. But after many years, an orange tree will die.
Other kinds of flowering plants, such as corn and bean plants,
die after they make seeds one time.
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) Life Cycles of Conifers The picture belowshows different
stagesinthe life cycle of alongleaf pine. How many different stages
can yousee nthe picture?

Longleaf pines are conifers. Like flowering plants, conifers begin ife as
seeds. The seedlings of longleaf pines growslowly. When the treesare
mature,they reproduce by forming cones.

Pine trees have twokinds of cones—male cones and female cones.
Male cones make pollen. Wind blows the pollen to the female cones.
When pollenreaches a female cone, fertilization takes place. Seeds
beginto grow inside the scales of the cone.





